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Text:

You are gone,
And T fall silent.

You staked your life
To save my own.

You spoke for me

And called me friend,
And you are silent now.

Together we were legend—

The Falcon, you, and I—

No bounty hunter stopped us;

No pirate lord could bring us in.

We smuggled, we fought, eluded, tricked;
We owned the Kessel Run.

Heroes of the Rebellion.

‘We have seen the darkness rise, and fall,
And rise again.

The struggle continues,

And I take my familiar seat,

But I cannot fly solo.

But now there is another,
And the Falcon flies again.
You trusted her.

[ trust her too.

But I'will not forget.

- Charles Anthony Silvestri

- Commissioned for this piece. Used with permission.

From the Composer:

As I've become more in touch with what drives my creative energy, I've
tried to find ways to combine my passions togther. When I'was a kid,
this meant putting every topping imaginable on my ice cream. More
recently it means making choral music out of new poetry inspired by
film. T'had the idea to take a longer look at some of the themes from
scenes or moments on film and explore them in a different artistic
medium. In this way, we as musicians can explore passion, fear, grief,
strength and other emotions with an additional access point other than
words and music.

I called Tony up and asked him if he’d be interested in this project.
We talked about a few films, and then when I told him my idea for this
piece, he paused and said, “I've been waiting my whole life to write a
Star Wars poem.”

We wanted to write about a moment in “Star Wars: The Force
Awakens” where (SPOLIER ALERT) Chewbacca witnesses his lifelong
friend Han Solo get killed. We see a moment of grief on screen, but for
those of us who have been through any kind of grief, we know it lasts
awhole lot longer than that. Tony and I'wanted to explore that grief
from a best friend’s perspective. The poem itself is very specific (and
delightfully so for a geek like me), but I think Tony has captured the
emotion perfectly: Starting with despair and ending with hope.

In the original poem, Tony had written a wordless wailing in between
a few ol the stanzas. It was obviously a wookie sound - “rruoww” - and
since that’s a hard word for humans to pronounce, we will sing it on an
“ah” vowel. But notice that there is al 6th note tremolo in it, meant to
approximate that slow, gutteral wookie vibrato.

- Timothy C. 1akach, 2018
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Reviewed as “gorgeous” (Washington Post) and “stunning” (Lawrence Journal-World), the music of Timothy C.
Takach has risen fast in the concert world. Applauded for his melodic lines and rich, intriguing harmonies, Takach
has received commissions from the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, St. Olaf Band, Cantus, Pavia Winds, Lorelei
Ensemble, VocalEssence, the DeBartolo Performing Arts Center, The Rose Ensemble, and numerous other
organizations. His compositions have been performed on A Prairie Home Companion, The Boston Pops holiday
tour, multiple All-State and festival programs and at venues such as the Library of Congress, Kennedy Center and
Royal Opera House Muscat. He is a co-creator of the theatrical production of All is Calm: the Christmas Truce of

1914, by Peter Rothstein.

his wife and two sons.

Takach studied music composition at St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, and has frequent national work as a
composer-in-residence, presenter, clinician and lecturer. He is a full-time composer and lives in Minneapolis with
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Neither Angels, Nor Demons, Nor Powers
Nubes Oriebatur: the eruption of Vesuvius
One Boy Told Me

Ragnarok

Su Rahva Koda (The House of Your Kindred)
This Alien Landscape

This Amazing Life

And I Saw

Bahihii Waaliidkay Dhaqay

Cassiopeia

Duende

How to Triumph Like a Girl

The Streets of Laredo (arr. American Folk Song)
There is No Rose

Torn Map

Empty
Goodbye, Then

[ Will Howl

Kin

Luceat Eis

Mad

Original Harmony
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Things I Didn’t Know I Loved

Helios (ca. 65°)
The Longest Nights (ca. 21°)

This is How You Love (ca. 35°) composed with Jocelyn Hagen
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SATB a cappella

SATB div. a cappella

SSAATBB div, Sop. solo, SSATB soli, a cappella
SATB, SAT soli, a cappella

SATB, hand drum

SATB div. a cappella

SATB, piano

SATB, piano

SATB, piano

SSATBB a cappella

SSATBB a cappella

SATB, piano

SATB div. a cappella

SSAATTBB a cappella

SATB, crotales, suspended cymbal, bass drum
SA(T)B, piano

(earthsongs)

(Graphite Publishing)

SSAA div. a cappella
2-part, piano

SSA a cappella

SSAA, floor toms

SSA, piano

Unison, TTB, piano
SSAA, SS soli, a cappella
SA, piano

Graphite Publishing)
Graphite Publishing)
Lorelei Ensemble)

Graphite Publishing)
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TB (opt. div), piano, opt. djembe
TBB choir, Bb clarinet, piano

TBB choir, piano or cello

TB, piano

TTTBB a cappella

TB, piano

TTBB a cappella

TTBB, percussion
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(Colla Voce)

(Graphite Publishing)
(Graphite Publishing)

SATB a cappella

SATB, piano or string quartet
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SATB, chamber orchestra
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